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SHIKO MUNAKATA 

The first print exhibition by a contemporary oriental artist opens 
January 5 at The Cleveland Museum of Art when the work of Shiko Munakata is 
placed on view. The show is sponsored jointly by The Print Club of Cleveland and 
the Museum and celebrates the Print Club’s two presentation prints by Munakata 
for 1959 and 1960, This is the first time that prints by an oriental artist have 
been chosen by the Club, 

Shiko Munakata, the son of a blacksmith, was bom in 1903 in Aomori, 
Japan, In 1924 he went to Tokyo and began to work exclusively in woodcut and 
there he held his first one-man exhibition in 1930, After receiving many prizes in 
Japan, and publishing many books, he began in 1950 to exhibit in museums outside 
Japan, Munakata is the sole modem artist native to the Orient who has been 
acclaimed both at home and abroad. In 1955 he received first prize for prints at 
the Sao Paulo Bienal and grand prize in 1956 at the Venice Biennale, 

On the invitation of die Japan Society, New York, Munakata came to the 
United States for an extended visit last year and while here visited The Cleveland 
Museum of Art with Mrs, Munakata, 

About 80 woodcuts, paintings, calligraphy, and a lithograph (made since 
his arrival in the United States) make up die exhibition. Woodcuts range from large 
bold black and white prints to a set of smaller woodcuts in color mounted on a 
screen, Munakata’s woodcuts are colored by an unusual method. Color is applied 
by hand on the back of the print and comes through the paper in soft, muted tones. 
Among the prints exhibited are seven of his famous TEN DISCIPLES OF BUDDHA, 
and the great FLOWER HUNTING mural which measures about four by five feet in 
size, TWELVE MONTHS OF TEA POETRY and the FLOWER CALENDAR are also 
included in the show. 
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The Print Club^s two presentation prints are FISH AND FLOWER AND 
FEMALE BUDDHA for 1959 and GAUTAMA AND BODHISATTVAS for 1960. During 
a two-year period of correspondence between the artist and the Print Club, the 
blocks were cut and the many impressions were printed by the artist in Tokyo. 

After the exhibition leaves Cleveland it will be circulated in die United 
States by the Smidisonian Institution and will also be shown in The Hague. 

The illustrated catalog of the exhibition was printed in Tokyo on typical 
Japanese paper in a Japanese style binding and will be available at the Museum 
Sales Desk. The exhibition will close on February 7. It is open free to the public. 


For further information and photographs write or telephone Margaret R. Parkin 

GArfield 1-7340 
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